February E-Newsletter

Dear church, 

February always seems like the most difficult month to me.   With the holidays past and the work of beginning the new year completed, we arrive in February with not much light, not much warmth, and not much for excitement. The days seem long and dark and cold, and there is little to punctuate the monotony of winter.  

It is during this desolate time that we begin our journey through lent together.  On Ash Wednesday, we will observe the imposition of ashes that indicates the beginning of our forty day season of repentance. The purpose of the season is to help us prepare ourselves for the inevitable joy of Easter morning.   That the liturgical calendar of the church aligns in many ways with the seasons of the natural world is no coincidence.  As we walk through the desert of lent to prepare for the abundance of Easter, that interior journey can help us remember that our exterior journey through this darkest month is preparing us for the inevitable emergence of Spring. 

I hope everyone will find a way to connect with the church this season, allowing us to gather a little closer together in body and soul and keep each other hopeful and healthy, and in hopes that our lenten journey might be transformative and full of blessing. 

Take care and God Bless, 

Liz 

A few announcements from the life of our church:  

First of all, a big thanks to all who were able to attend our annual congregational meeting on January 31. We were able to hear many updates about the life of our church: everything from a summary of our many building projects this year to the great work we are doing with our church's children.  Chuck Ferrell and John Swisher were elected as elders and will be installed soon. A large debt of gratitude is owed to those who helped prepare and make possible the pre-meeting lunch: thanks to you for your great work on behalf of the fellowship of this church.  If you were unable to attend the meeting and would like a copy of the annual report, see Liz or Rob. 

Ash Wednesday service will be held at FPCW at 7 p.m on Wednesday, February 17. Come and enjoy the beginning of our lenten season with the gathered community. We'll have the imposition of ashes and the sacrament of communion. 

Session meets this month on February 23 at 7 p.m. In the parlor. 

Bible Study continues on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. (except the last Tuesday of the month.) All are welcome. No preparation or prior knowledge required. We've had a great group and some great discussions these past few weeks. Come join in!

A few March dates to mark on your calendar: 

Our next Oasis Coffeehouse will be Friday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m. With Jaded Mandolin.  Come help or just come! 

We will host our session of the Annual Waltham Council of Church's Lenten Breakfast Series on Thursday, March 11 at 6:30 a.m. John Swisher will lead us on the cooking front, but will need lots of others to help out. 

We are also again organizing the annual Palm Sunday Parade with Chester the donkey on Sunday  March 28.  Meet at 9 a.m. at Waltham Common and we'll proceed from there down Moody street in a festive celebration of Palm Sunday. 

Hope to see you at some or all of these important community events. 

